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do a great deal of harm to the British Indians settled at the Gape. In
Natal, as you will see, a Fire-arms Bill has been published in the Gazette
which needlessly insults British Indians. There is, too, a reproduction
of the Transvaal anti-Asiatic legislation in the district of Vryheid which
has been lately annexed to Natal and the Municipal Corporations Bill
contains clauses which are most objectionable. In the Orange River
Colony disabilities upon disabilities are being imposed upon Indians through
the instrumentality of bye-laws, and I venture to draw your attention to
the fact that, while a great deal has been done there regarding the Transvaal
legislation as also the Natal legislation, I have not yet seen a question put
in the House of Commons regarding the Orange River Colony. I, there-
fore hope that this matter will also be taken up. The current number
of Indian Opinion deals with the Natal Municipal Bill among other things
and the next number will deal with the other matters referred to in this
letter.

7 remain,
Tours faithfully >

M.K.GANDHI
From a photostat of the original : G. N. 2267.

323. THE ORANGE RIVER COLONY AND ASIATICS
We have more than once drawn attention to the violently anti-Asiatic
policy of the Orange River Colony. In such policy, the late Boer Govern-
ment did not nearly approach the present Government, which, in the name
of the King-Emperor, is setting the seal of its approval on the prevalent
colour prejudice. We have waited in vain for the fulfilment of Mr. Chamber-
lain's promise that the anti-Asiatic laws of the Orange River Colony would
be remodelled in accordance with British ideas. They are certainly
being remodelled, but we have yet to learn that the way in which they
are being altered is consistent with the traditions that have been always
associated with the word *'British". The latest instance is to be found in the
Government Gazette of the Orange River Colony for the 10th inst. In the regula-
tions for the village of Odendaalsrust, which have received the sanction
of His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor and the Executive Council,
are contained some clauses regarding Natives with reference to their living
in Locations, the sale and manufacture of Kaffir beer by them, the hold-
ing of dance parties in the Location, the keeping of guests therein, the own-
ing of dogs, etc,, by them. Now in the regulations, the term "Native"
shall be interpreted and taken to apply to and include a man or men, as
well as a woman or women, above the age, or estimated age, of 16 years,
of any native tribe in South Africa, and also all Coloured persons and all who,
in accordance with law or custom^ are called Coloured persons or are treated as such,
of what [ever] race or nationality they may be. In the clearest possible language,
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